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Overview of the session

» What administrative data is 

» The main sources of administrative data on 
higher education (HE) in the UK

» Demonstrations of how to access these sources

» Case Studies

» Workshop

» Q&A
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Administrative data

» What is administrative data?  

» Administrative social science data

» Internal data 

ÅE.g. Dashboards, MEQs, staff surveys, etc.  

ÅProblems using these data sources for research

ÅConsent?

ÅMay not be comparable across universities

» External (open) data
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Made vs. found data
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(Connelly et al., 2016)
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International sources of open 
administrative higher education 
data
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Australia: Department 

of Education, Skills and 

Employment (DESE) 

https://www.dese.gov.au

/higher-education-

statistics

Hong Kong: University 

Grants Committee 

https://cdcf.ugc.edu.hk/c

dcf/statEntry.action?lang

uage=EN

Canada: Statistics Canada 

(StatCan) 

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/

USA: National Centre for 

Education Statistics (NCES) 

https://ies.ed.gov/data.asp

Brazil: Ministry of Education 

https://www.gov.br/inep/pt-

br/areas-de-atuacao/pesquisas-

estatisticas-e-indicadores/censo-

da-educacao-superior/resultados

UK: Higher Education 

Statistics Agency (HESA) 

https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data

-and-analysis

https://www.dese.gov.au/higher-education-statistics
https://cdcf.ugc.edu.hk/cdcf/statEntry.action?language=EN
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/
https://ies.ed.gov/data.asp
https://www.gov.br/inep/pt-br/areas-de-atuacao/pesquisas-estatisticas-e-indicadores/censo-da-educacao-superior/resultados
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis


UK administrative higher 
education data

» Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA)
ÅDesignated Data Body for England

ÅStatutory role in Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland

» England
ÅDesignated by the Office for Students (OfS)

» Wales
ÅHigher Education Funding Council for Wales 

(HEFCW)

» Scotland
ÅScottish Funding Council

» Northern Ireland
ÅDepartment for the Economy
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HESA and OfS data
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» HESA (https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis) 

ÅData analytics and bespoke data sets via Jisc 
(https://www.jisc.ac.uk/data-and-analytics)

» OfS (https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-
analysis)

ÅMay reuse some statistics from HESA
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https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/data-and-analytics
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University League Tables
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» HESA and OfS data

ÅAverage entry tariff (HESA from UCAS)

ÅStudent-staff ratios (HESA)

ÅSpend per student (HESA)

ÅGraduate prospects (HESA)

ÅDegree completion (HESA)

ÅContinuation rate (HESA)

ÅInternational student enrolments (HESA)

ÅValue-added score (HESA)

ÅCourse satisfaction (NSS)

ÅTeaching quality (NSS)

ÅFeedback (NSS)
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Licences

» HESA (https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis) 

ÅñData published on the HESA website is free to copy, use, share, and adapt for any purpose. HESA open 
data is published under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) licence. You must 
give appropriate credit (HESA, www.hesa.ac.uk), provide a link to the licence, and indicate if any changes 
have been made.ò

» OfS (https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/copyright) 

ÅñThe copyright for all text, page layout, data, reports, and publications is owned by the Office for Students 
(OfS) unless otherwise stated. All content owned by the OfS is available for re-use under the terms of the 
Open Government Licence (OGL).ò

ÅDetails on the OGL are available here: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-
licence/version/3/
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https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.hesa.ac.uk/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/copyright
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/


HESA demonstration
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